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YEHOSHUA  - Chapters 13->24

CHAPTERS 13‑17:  The Nachala (inheritance)

1.  Chapter 13 begins with God’s pointing out to Yehoshua that “much of the land” still remained unconquered.  


What was the geographic nature of the land that had not yet been captured? [hills, valleys, seashore, etc.?]


Does this help explain why it wasn't captured? 

2. In your opinion, why didn't all of the tribes complete the conquest together?  In other words, at what point did each tribe deal only with their own "nachalah".    


If the conquest wasn't complete, why were the nachalot given out?  Was this to enable the conquered areas to be settled, or to help the unconquered areas be conquered, or both?  (Explain!)   

 3.  Even though the primary topic of the first twelve chapters are the battles, we also find a few stories concerning battles in chapters 13-17 as well.   Can you explain why they are included in the second half of Sefer Yehoshua?

4. The portions that Reuven and Gad received were already mentioned in Sefer Devarim.  Can you explain why their borders are repeated once again in Sefer Yehoshua?  

5. The nachalot of five tribes are discussed in Chapters 13 through 17.  Compare the attitude of these tribes towards the inheritance of their portion in contrast to the attitude of the remaining seven tribes.  


How does Sefer Yehoshua differentiate between these two groups of tribes? Relate to 18:1-6.

6. Why did the tribe of Yehuda receive the area of Har Chevron?   Why did the tribe of Yosef receive the area surrounding Shechem?   (Hint: see the story of the sale of Yosef in Bereishit Chapter 37, and 48:22).   What was the attitude of the tribes of Yosef and Yehuda regarding their nachalot?   How detailed are the descriptions of their nachalot (in regard to their cities and borders) in comparison to the nachalot of the other tribes? Can you explain why?

7. In your opinion, were the lots cast in Shiloh needed to choose which tribe would receive which portion, or to make the borders of all the tribes “official”?  In your answer, relate to: Breishit 49:13, Devarim 34:1‑4, Bamidbar 33:50‑56 and Chapter 34. 

8. What was the significance and reason for moving the Mishkan to Shiloh?  Where was it until now?  (See Mishnayot Zevachim 14:4-8, and Devarim 12:4‑11).   

CHAPTER 18

1. The first tribe in this section to receive its nachala is Binyamin.    In what way is the description of its nachala unique?   
Notice the extensive use of the word  “ketef “ in Binyamin's border.  Is this word used in the description of the border of any other tribe?  If so, which tribe and on which border?  


Then, see Devarim 33:12, noticing once again the word "katef".  What does the phrase “U'vein ketefav shachein” imply?  Based on this, explain the significance of the word  “ketef” in Sefer Yehoshua chapter 18.

2. Which tribes border Nachalat Binyamin?  


Draw the surrounding Nachalot in your notebook.  


Then, review the positions in which the tribes encamped according to Bamidbar chapter 2.  Who were the four leadership tribes, and in what relative formation did they surround the Mishkan?  (Draw them in your notebook and compare them to the previous drawing).   


In what way are the "nachalot" of these tribes simlar to the arrangement of the tribes around the Mishkan?  What is the significance of this similarity?  (See the Ramban’s introduction to Sefer Bamidbar).


Based on this comparison, can you explain why Nachalat Binyamin is called “Nachalat Shechina” (the portion of the Divine presence)?  

Chapter 19

3. How is the description of  the nachalot of the tribes mentioned in chapter 19 different than those of the other tribes who were described earlier?  Can you explain why there is a difference? 


Does this contrast carry a prophetic message as well?

Chapters 20-21

4. Using a topographical map with major roads marked, find the locations of the three Arei Miklat (cities of refuge) described in chapter 20.   Explain why specifically these cities were chosen to be Arei Miklat.   


Who lived in these cities besides the murderers? Why?

5. Why didn't the tribe of Levi receive a 'proper' nachala?   Why were their cities scattered among the portions of the other tribes?  Relate your answer to the national duties of shevet Levi, based on Breishit 49:7, Devarim 33:10, and Bamidbar 18:21‑24.

6.  Without having a nachala, how were the Leviim supposed to make a living?  Was the fate of the tribe of Shimon in any way similar to that of the tribe of Levi?  Why?

Chapter 22

7.  What is the definition of “Eretz Canaan”, based on Breishit 17:8, Shmot 6:4, and Bamidbar 34:1-10?  Relate this its definition according to Breishit 15:18!   

8.  How did Ever Hayarden (“Transjordan” - the other side of the Jordan River) receive its kedusha (holiness)?  Is its kedusha any different than that of Eretz Canaan?

9.  What other descendants of Avraham received their  inheritance in Transjordan?   With this in mind,  explain the fear of the 2-1/2 tribes that future generations will think that they are not an integral part of Bnei Yisrael.     


Why do you think they chose a specifically a “mizbayach” as a sign of their unity with the rest of the tribes?   Why did they decide to erect this monument specifically on Gelilot Hayarden?  According to which borders is the Jordan River considered part of the land of Israel?    Why did the other tribes misunderstand the intentions of the tribes of Reuven, Gad and half of Menashe?  Why was it forbidden to build a mizbayach in addition to the one in Shiloh?  (See Rambam Hilchot Beit Habechira chapter 1 halachot 1‑5).

10.  Trace the use of Hashem's two names (“Elokim” and “shem Havaya”) throughout the chapter.  Relate this usage to the above questions and to the final name of the monument in pasuk 34.

Chapter 23

7. Compare pasuk 1 to Devarim 12:10.  In your opinion, did Yehoshua fulfill the commandments of chapter 12 in Sefer Devarim?     Find other similarities between chapter 23 and Moshe Rabeinu's speeches in Sefer Devarim.  Why is Yehoshua now in a position similar to the position that Moshe was in in Sefer Devarim?   If the conquest has not yet been completed (pasuk 5), why does Yehoshua say that Hashem has kept everything that He promised (pasuk 14)?

Chapter 24

7. Compare Yehoshua's speech in this chapter to his speech in chapter 23.  Are there any similarities between the two speeches?    Which speech do you think came first?  Where was each speech given?  What was the purpose of each assembly?   


Why are the people gathered in Shechem as opposed to Shiloh?   When was the king of Shechem defeated and when was his city captured?     Are all of Bnei Yisrael gathered or are only the leaders gathered? 


Why does Yehoshua give the people a choice to worship idols if they want to?  Attempt to explain the chapter as a conversion ceremony for inhabitants of Shechem.
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